INTRODUCTION
Holy War: the motive, the divine command; the objective,
the Sepulchre of Christ; the incentive, the Pope's inspired
pleading, which gave form and voice to vague inarticulate
desires; the result, the concerted action of Western
Christendom, responsive to an emotional appeal.1
2.   Course of the Crusade.
The history of the First Crusade has been written from
many different points of view, racial, religious, political,
economic, military, romantic.2 For this very reason the
accounts of those who wrote from personal knowledge,
before the tide of controversy had begun to flow, deserve
careful study. It is convenient to adopt the usual modern
division of the First Crusade into a prelude, the ' Crusade of
the people', or the' Peasants' Crusade % and the main action,
the ' Crusade of the Princes', or the ' Barons' Crusade'. 3
The second chapter of the Gesta Francorum is occupied
with the popular Crusade. Three out of the five bands
which constituted that Crusade, those of Gottschalk,
Emicho, and Folfcmar or Fulk, had already perished or
dispersed before the Anonymous began to write, but he
shows special knowledge of the fortunes of Peter the Hermit
and Walter the Penniless, after they joined forces at Con-
stantinople.4 He describes, not without prejudice, the dis-
orderly behaviour of Peter's followers, the change in the
attitude of the Emperor Alexius towards them, and their
tragic adventures in Asia Minor, He speaks of the pride of
1 Cf. von Sybel, op. cit*> p. 30; Brehier, op. cit.t c. iv, § i; Barker,
op. ciL, pp. 1-14.	* Cf. Bibliography, p. 145.
8 Barker, op. cit. ; Brehier, op. cit., c. iv, § 4, p. 70. Brehier calls
* la croisade des barons *' la veritable croisade *.
* Hagenmeyer, G.F., ii, notes 67, 73. Cf. P. der Eremite. Cf.
Chalandon, Alexius Comn&ne. Anna Comnena makes Elchanes, the
Turkish commander, knowing the avarice of the Celts, entice the
followers of ' Kukupeter' out of the camp and into an ambush, by
spreading the report that the Normans had taken Nicaea and were
about to divide the spoil.

